
 

6th May 2016 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Everybody will be aware of the publicity surrounding the flammability of children’s fancy dress 
costumes. First featured on the BBC series Watchdog, follow-up stories have been featured by many 
media outlets.  
  
Children’s costumes are clearly marked with ‘Warning! Keep away from fire’. Children should not be 
permitted to play near naked flames, whether or not they are wearing toy costumes. When flames 
are present, adult supervision is vital and children should stay a safe distance from them. Take 
particular care with loose and long flowing clothing.  
 
The safety of children’s fancy dress costumes is covered under European Toy Safety Regulations, as 
determined by a specialist technical committee. They meet regularly to review concerns raised by 
European member states and to determine if requirements need to be amended or updated. 
Reviewing hospital admissions and accident data is a key part of this continuous process.  
 
This committee is responsible for the EN71 standard for children’s toys and fancy dress costumes. 
The legislation contains a flammability standard which specifies what a safe rate of burning is. It 
does not require that toy costumes should not catch fire when they are exposed to naked flames. 
That would be difficult in all cases without the use of special fabrics and additional chemicals to slow 
down the burning.  
 
Please note there are no specific safety regulations that apply to any other area of children’s 
clothing apart from night wear.  This means fancy dress that complies with EN71 is better regulated 
than school uniforms, replica football kits, brownie uniforms etc. 
 
In order to provide consistent and meaningful results, flammability testing must be carried out in 
controlled laboratory conditions using standardised equipment. The atmospheric conditions must 
be regulated as should the precise nature of the ignition source. Although the images might be 
shocking, accidents involving Halloween costumes burning significantly are very rare. The 
flammability requirements for disguise costumes work well to protect the consumer in this respect.  
 
Yours Faithfully 
 
Bristol Novelty 


